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Iron Man Groups are small groups of men 
that meet weekly. If you are interested 
please contact Ward Van Dyke. 
Women of the Word are small groups of 
women that meet weekly. If you are inter-
ested please contact Patti Johnson. 
Life Groups are small loving communities 
committed to loving each other, growing 
deeper in Christ, praying and caring for 
each other all in the warmth of a home and 
are open to anyone. Contact the church 
office if interested.  
Morning Connect is on Tuesdays, 6:30 
AM in the DeJong Coffee House. Helping 
men/women become disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Led by Pastor Bob.  
Women Bible Study Groups meet once a 
month. Contact the church office if interest-
ed.  
 

Follow Jesus  •  Build Community  •  Unleash Compassion 

605 Broadway St, Pella, IA 50219  |  frcpella@frcpella.org  |  641.628.3493 
 

Want to know what is going on at First Church? Visit the website & sign up for Weekly Emails. 

YOUNG ADULTS 

Sundays 
D-Groups (6th-12th) meet at 11 AM. 
Wednesday Nights - Coffee House 
Middle School Ministry (6th-8th): 6-7:30 PM  
High School Ministry (9th-12th): 7:30-9 PM 

FIRST STUDENTS 

Sundays 
0-3yrs: Nursery is available on the 2nd 
floor. 3yrs-5th Grade: The kids begin their 
experience in ‘big church’ and then go to 
First Kids on the lower level. 
Wednesday Nights   6:15-7:45 PM 
Children may be dropped off anytime 
after 6:10 PM. 
Squires:  3yrs-Kindergarten - Children’s 
Chapel 
GEMS:  1st-6th Grade Girls - Forge Hall 
Cadets:  1st-6th Grade Boys - The Lodge 

FIRST KIDS FIRST ADULTS 

September 20, 2026 

      Welcome to First Church! 
Thank you for worshiping with us. 

Kadens Kloset is always accepting gently 
loved children’s clothing in all sizes for fos-
ter/adopted children.  
Food Shelf - We collect donations on the 
1st Sunday of the month. 

OUTREACH 
Wednesday 

5:30 PM 

Tuesdays   6:05-7:30 PM  
605 Ministry is for young adults post col-
lege, young couples, and newly growing 
families with youngsters ages 0-5. If inter-
ested, please contact Haley Bjustrom. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a Follower? 
       Luke 14:25-35  09.20.26       LD 38     Pastor Mike Melody 
 

JESUS FOLLOWER 
 

PEW TALK 
• How can a person know that they’re a true Jesus follower? What’s the Bible say? 

• If you made a list titled "Things I Really Don't Want to Give Up," what would be on it? 

• If someone asked you, “How can I become a Jesus follower?” How would you respond? 
 

THE BIG IDEA 

⟹  True followers of Jesus surrender everything to Him.  ⟸ 
 

5 CATEGORIES OF FAKE FOLLOWERS 
1. The CROWD follower.                                                                                     v. 25  

• Many believe they follow Jesus because they’re part of the crowd around Him, yet they have 
never truly followed Him.                           Lk. 6:46 

• There are thousands of men and women who go to churches every Sunday and call them-
selves Christians. They have been baptized. They are considered Christians during their life. 
Their wedding service was Christian. They even intend to be buried as Christians when they 
die. But they were never true Christians.                        Adapted from J.C. Ryle, Holiness 

• Do I personally follow Jesus, or am I following others who follow Him? 
 

2. The DIVIDED follower.                                                                                    v. 26 
• Many believe they follow Jesus until a loved one comes between them and Him.     Mt. 10:37 

• Two Directions: The Convert from Islam vs. The Christian Parent of a Deconstructing Child. 

• If keeping my relationship with Jesus meant losing my relationship with someone I love, what 
would I choose? 

 

3. The SELF-PRESERVING follower.                                                          vv. 26b–27 
• Many believe they follow Jesus until He asks them to yield control of their lives.   Lk. 9:23–25 

• “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship 

• If continuing to follow Jesus meant losing my life, would I follow? 
 

4. The CASUAL follower.                                                                              vv. 28–32 
• Many believe they follow Jesus without counting the cost of following Him.          Lk. 9:57–62 

• What has following Jesus cost me? 
 

5. The CONDITIONAL follower.                                                                          v. 33 
• Many believe they follow Jesus until He asks for the one thing they won’t give.  Lk. 18:18–23 

• “He lacked the full surrender of his heart to God in Christ.”         C.H. Spurgeon, Lovely but Lacking 

• What do I hope Jesus never asks me to surrender? Would I give it up if He asked? 
 

THE WARNING & TEST: ARE YOU SALTY? 
vv. 34–35 • Jn. 15:8 

 

TRUE FOLLOWERS SURRENDER EVERYTHING TO HIM.  
HAVE YOU? 

http://www.FRCpella.org
mailto:frcpella@frcpella.org


If you are wanting to be prayed for after 
the worship service, there is someone at 
the front of the Sanctuary in the Prayer 
Cove that would love to pray for you. 
People at First Church desire to hear from 
you when you are ill, facing surgery, hospi-
talized or with the death of a loved one. 
Please let us know so we can cover you in 
prayer and uphold you during the difficult 
times by filling out the welcome card in 
the pews or emailing Shalene at 
frc.pce@frcpella.org.  
Pray for:  
• Bobby & Hope who are in England.  Pray 

for the students getting involved in the 
basketball club.  For open hearts to hear 
about the gospel. 

• The Romania team: Pastor Bob Johnson, 
Pastor Alex Foley, Nick Jurgens, Kelli 
Hoksbergen, Jenna Van Wyk, and 
Shalene Zylstra as they are in Romania 
until September 25. 

 
Rejoice: 
• Happy Anniversary & God’s Blessings to 

Byron & Shirley Van Ee celebrating their 
66th anniversary on September 23.  

 
 

Piecemakers  
Meet Tuesday, September 22, 9 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall. Join us for fun & fellowship. 
Snacks & beverages are provided. 
Silent Auction coming in October! 
The First Church Piecemakers have been 
sewing quilts & other items for charities for 
many years and are planning a silent auc-
tion October 18-25 to support Ashley Uiter-
markt’s mission work in Japan. Your dona-
tions of homemade items, food, gift cards, 
services, etc. are much appreciated and 
need to be in the church office by October 
12. Questions please see Kristi Van Ee.  
Operation Christmas Child         
Our OCC monthly gatherings are starting to 
wrap up (no pun intended!) for the year. 
This month we are taking donations of craft/
building items. Younger children enjoy 
blocks and playdoh; older kids favor puz-
zles, Legos and small craft kits (NO liquid 
glue or paints!  Stop by the lobby table for 
suggestions on what to bring in, or drop a 
dollar in the jar and we’ll shop for you. 
Thanks for your generous support of our 
First Kids service project!  
Growth Groups 
Be a Godly Man by Joby Martin 
   Location: The Forge 
   Led by Pastor Alex, Jason Chapman &   
   Mark Jontz 
The Top Ten Hebrew Words Every  
Christian Should Know by Mark Ward 
   Location: Fellowship Hall 
   Led by Pastor Bob, Tom & Nancy Lulek 
Mom Struggles by Gather Moms 
   Location: The Lodge           
   Led by Dreanna Welander &  
   Megan Hardacre 
   
 
 

Sunday, Oct. 4• 1-4 PM • Forge Hall 

Explore the faith, the Church and becoming a Partner 
in Mission (member) at First. 

PRAYER CARE HAPPENINGS 

THIS WEEK @ FIRST 

THIS SUNDAY SERMON  

Please join us or pray for …… 
Today:  9:30 AM  Worship / First Kids 
 11 AM  D-Groups 
 11 AM  First Kids Discipleship 
 11 AM  Mom Struggles 
 11 AM  Be a Godly Man 
 11 AM  Top 10 Hebrew Words 
Monday: 1:30 PM  Deborah Bible Study 
Tuesday: 9 AM  Piecemakers 
 6:05 PM  605 Ministry 
Wednesday: 8 AM  MidWeek Meal Prep 
 5:30 PM  MidWeek Meal 
 6 PM  Mosaic MSM  
 6:15 PM  GEMS/Cadets/Squires 
 7:30 PM  Mosaic HSM  
Thursday: 6 PM  Praise Team 
Sunday: 9:30 AM  Worship / First Kids 
 11 AM  D-Groups 
 11 AM  First Kids Discipleship 
 11 AM  Mom Struggles 
 11 AM  Be a Godly Man 
 11 AM  Top 10 Hebrew Words 
 

    


